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The State of West Bengal traditionally has a very rich heritage of education and culture. All the Nobel Laureates of our country
have worked in this State. The higher social values for intellectual inputs and creativity prevail in the State. The large manpower of
the State, willing to undertake technical education, is one of its great strengths. The government initiative acts synergistically for
the rapid growth of technical education. Cheaper cost of study per student as compared to other states is also a positive side. The
consciousness of the people too is very conductive for technical education. The quality conscious and judicious consumers of the
state in turn place demands for quality technocrats willing to combat the challenges of the new millennium.

With this background, the State of West Bengal is marching forward towards the expansion of Higher Education in engineering &
technology and also in management education. More specifically, in the last few years, the growth rate in Higher Technical
Education in West Bengal has remarkably improved, particularly in the emerging areas like information technology, computer
science and engineering, electronics and communication engineering, etc. following the need of the hour. Concurrently, a trend
has been observed towards education on core engineering sections like Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering and Civil
Engineering.

In pursuance of the scheme of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), the State Government in the Higher Education

Department has extended the scope of degree level Engineering Education to the diploma holders through the introduction of
‘Lateral Entry Scheme’ for admission of the diploma holders in Engineering /Technology/ Pharmacy directly into the 2nd Year
/3rd semester of 4-Years degree course effectively from the academic session of 2001-2002. Under this scheme, diploma
holders from AICTE approved Polytechnic Institutions with at least 45% marks (40% in case of reserve category students) in

aggregate in appropriate branch of engineering /technology /pharmacy are eligible for admission through State Level Common
Entrance Test (named as JELET) conducted by the West Bengal Joint Entrance Examinations Board. The intake capacity is up-
to the extent of 20% of the total approved intake along with the vacant seats of the first year. However, students having passed



B.Sc. degree from a recognized University as defined by the UGC, with at least 45% marks (40% in case of reserve category a
students) and passed Xl standard with mathematics as a subject are also eligible for admission under the Scheme as per
guidelines provided by the AICTE.
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